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THIS LAND ABOUNDS WITH 
GAME; IF I DO THIS WELL, 
I SHALL NOT RETURN IN 
HUNGER TO THE CAVE’ 

O 


THE STONE 
SPIRIT ITSELF 


ES, HE 15 DIEFERENT THAN THE OTHERS < IT. 
HAS COME TO HIN THAT ON THE GROUND THE 
GAME 15 NOT ONLY SWIETER BUT MORE 
DANGEROUS, PERCHED IN THIS 
TREE, HE CAN HOPE FOR A 
SP VEW ADVANTAGE. THAT 
PG Mie AID HAN IN THE 
THE OTHERS 7, 
ARE NOT TO ; 
BE SEEN, IT I MATE THE 
OTHERS. THEY 
SHUN THE 
STONE-SPIRIT 


THE HUNTER LAUNCHES 
HIMSELF INTO SPACE 
AND UPON HIS 
STARTLED PREY 1i 
Ș 


HUYAAAHS! 


THIS ONE IS BIG; HE 
IS SWIFT? BUT I HAVE 
CAUGHT HIM; EVEN AS 
THE STONE-SPIRIT 
SAD I WOULD; 


Flek THE HINTER AS HE CLUBS MIS 
Kikk TO THE GROUND. HIS HEADY 
BELLOWS OF TRIUMPH RISE 
TOWARD A JOYOUS PEAR -- ) 


SEE THIS! HE 
HAS CAUGHT A 
LONG-LEG! 


THE PACK (5 MET BY A RAGE WITH WHICH IF 
CANNOT CONTENDO! ONE AFTER ANOTHER 
eis WCTIM TO THE BITE OF A FLARILING 


LIKE A BULL MAMMOTH IN EiiL CHARGE, 
"THE ONE WHO HUNTS ALONE” BATTERS 
MIS ADVERSARIES. SENSELESS. 


mans rarrrT, 
T 
j 


THEN, THE OTHERS FLEE?! THEIR BONES 
ACHE? ANO THEIR HEARTS QUAKE WITH 
FEAR AS THEY ARE LITERALLY ORIVEN 
FROM THE SCENE BY THIS 
BELLOWING BROTHER 


ÛNE MORE, THE HUNTER TURNS TO HIS 
PREY, BUT, DESPITE (TS INJURIES: IT 15 
ALREADY ON 175 FEET AND SPEEDING 
FOR THE COVER OF THE FOREST, EACH 
: STEP TAKES IT FUR- 
DAI 7ER OUT OF REACH 
ERNIE THAT DEADLY 


THE LONE HUNTER DROPS THE PURSUIT, "I 
ATTACKED LIKE A BEAST FROM THE TREE;“ 
HE REFLECTS, "BUT Z COULO NOT Killa 
SOON ENOUGH. NOT WITH > - 
THIS CLUB, ” IT CANNOT 


GIVING CHASE ON FOOT PROVES FRINTLESS. 
THE PURSUER (5 MORE UNGAINLY THAN THE 
PURSUED, THE HUNTERS DINNER 15 SOON 
LOST TO HIM, HE WiLL HAVE TO CONTENT 
HIMSELF WITH SMALLER GAME... 


HAD I SLAIN THE 
LONG-LEG WITH MY 
FIRST STRIKE, HE 
WOULO NOW BE 
MINE TO TAKE BACK 
TO THE CAVE 


TME AND AGAIN, HES SEEN THE FIERCE - 
SABER ~TOOTH DISPATCH HIS VICTIMS WAITH. 
MIS TUSK-LIKE TEETH. YES, THAT 15 WHAT 
HE LACKS -~ THE IRRESISTIBLE KLL- POWER 
OF THOSE SHARP FANGS, IT 15 TIMETO 
GO BACK ANO CONSULT THE STONES! 


z 7 
SR TO IT--AND 


K? ASK IT FOR A 
LONG, SHARP 
TOOTH, 


THE STONE- 
b SPIRIT 1S WISE. 
¢ IT KNOWS ALL 
THERE IS TO 
KNOW. * 


EANWHIL E, THE THWARTED PACK RUBS (TS WOUNDS AND 
GROANS IN DISMAS AT THE FURY OF THIS MAO ONE WHO: 
HMAS SET THEM ON THEIR HEELS, HE HAS (INDEED BEEN GWEN. 
POWER BY A STONE SPIRIT, OUT HE KEEPS OTHERS FROM 
MS CAVE SO THEY CANNOT BEHOLD (Tas. ~ 


\ HE I5 TRULY IN 
LEAGUE WITH A 
POWER- SPIRIT? 


WE MUST SEE THIS SPIRIT! 
WE MUST SEEKIT OUT-- AND 
TAKE ITS POWER! 


PENN an 


SEES HE 
SPEAKS TO 
IT/ BUT HOW 
DOES IT 
ANSWER? 


es 
IT 15 SAID 
THAT ITS 

VOICE ENTERS 
HIS WEAD; 


z 
STALK HIM IN 
SENCE. HE MUST WHENENE 


TAKE THIS 
NOT BE AWARE SPIRIT- POWER, 


WE SHALL 

Kitt “THE 
ONE WHO 
HUNTS 


BUT SOON THERE 15 LITTLE DOUET AS 
TO WHAT ONES EVES BEHOLD; THE SPIRIT 
STONE TRULY EXISTS IT 15 OF A SHAPE 
MEYER SEEN BEFOREL SURELY NO STONE 
HAS BEEN KNOWN TO 

STAND {N AOD- AIR, 


SRANAN NIN TT TR 
N \ WW THE LONE HUNTER 
\ SHOWS COMPLETE 
BAITH IN THE THING. 
HE TREATS ITAS 
ONE DOES A 


T KNOW NOW 
AY WHAT TO DO. 
I WiLL MAKE 


SONEWHERE, IN HIS ORAIN: Å 
THOUGHT 1S STIMVLATED. HE 
FINDS. A DEAD TREE AND 
BREAKS OFF A SHORT, 

: BRANCH 


TS ACTIVITY iS ALL TOO 
MYSTERIOUS FOR THE 


ONLOOKER S, YET, THEY WATCH A 


1M WONDER 4 FOR THEVVE 
NEVER SEEN ONE 


E SEEMS FIREO IY HIS 
PEED: H1S EVES DART AMONG 
THE NEARBY STONES UNTIL 


WHEN THE SRABER-TOOTH 
SUDDENLY STRIDES INTO THE 
CLEARING, HIS ROAR BREAKS 
THE SPELL AND SENDS THE 
PACK SCAMPERING FOR 


WITH A STOUT VINE FRO, 
A TREE, THE LONE HUNTER PA 
BINOS THE STONE TO 17S) 


A SPIRIT. se ; SAFETY, HE 1S HUNGRY, AND 
or | AS THE SCENT OF MAN (S STRONG... 


LOPOM 15 THE KING QOF KILLERS, HIS 


7 

ATTACK 18 DEVASTATING? AND EVEN THE 
1S NOT SAFE FROM HIS HUNGER > 

HE CUTS OFF THE LONER FROM ESCAPE AND 

LEAPS IN TO ADMINISTER QUICK DEATH.. 


 H-HE MOVES NO 
MORE. SABER- 
Tarik I5 DEAD: 


OUT, IN THE YEAR 2001 + ASTRONAUT 
WW OECKER MAKES AN 


AND JUPITER (S ` 


ANAA 


n N 


DECKER RAGES AT THE COLD STARS, THEVVE 
BROUGHT HIM TRIUMPH ON AN OCCASION OF 
SUPREME TRAGEDY +- MIS DEATH! J 


DECKER! ARE YOU MAD: Wi 
THAT’S NO WAY TO HANDLE 
PRICELESS ARTIFACTS: 


T5 1 
IN ANOTHER FEW Ta 5er A 
MOLBE WEEE A i gs) NERYES DO YOUR 
5 TH Uit. E "4 
OF THESE RUINS, TONEINGHEITERR 


HAHAHAHA! NHY DON'T 
YOU LAUGH, MASON? THIS 
IS A JOKE/ A COSMIC 
VOKE 


A 
RE 


A 
Mirat 


Y 
isé. 


PROBE DEEP SPACE FOR 
T LIRE ON THE OUTER 


Wi 

ASTEROID, BUT IT’S NO REA 

TO LOSE HOPE OF RESCUE. / On, YEAH!? LOOK 
THERE, MASON! 
HOW'S THAT FOR 
A REASON? TRY 
STRINGING YOUR 
HOPES ON TWAT. 


7 WHY DON'T. 
YOU SHUT 
UP; MASON; 


I/M MOT FREAKING BUT THE BALL 
OUT I/M JUST _ ANGRY \ GAMES NOT OVER 
AT HITTING THE VACK- YET, MAN“ 

POT AT MY OWN WE'RE S7/L4 
FUNERAL, THAT'S Z 


ÔN THE HORIZON, THEIR SHIP BURNS 
FURIOUSLY. WHEN THE ELAME HAS | 
DIED, NO PART OEIT WILL BE 
INTACT AND USEABLE 


COMMUNICATIONS: 
SPARE OXYGEN, 
FOOD -- EVERYTHING 
NECESSARY. FOR 
SURVIVAL IS 
TURNING INTO 
ASHES A 


ENEN 
NFI Ta 
MASON? AAA 


YES! FLIGHT CONTROL 
KNOWS WE'RE MISSING’ pea 
THEY WON'T LET US 

DOWN; 


7 COME ON; 
PECKER/ WE'VE 


W YOU'RE A MARD- 
4 NOSE, MASON; 
YOU DON'T KNOW 
WHEN ITS ALL £ BEFORE OVRS 
EVER 
EXISTED! 


E 


DO YOU REALIZE \ 
THAT WE MAY BE 


THRILL OF 
THE FIRST LIVING 


T 


f THAT THOUGHT 

BEINGS TO ENTER ELUDES ME 

THIS PLACE IN NOW. 
AGES? riy PE ha 


A> 


O 
aS 


n aaam 
S 


N 


ÍT RISES FROM ITS TIME-WORN SHELTER 
AND REACHES FOR ITS PREY. THEN 1T 


WH=! DECKER! 
DECKER! HELP 
taa, MEL -Yn 


MASONS CRIES ARE 


r x i IT'S KILLING HIM! 
SUDDENLY CUT OFF AS A Æ 


THE CREATURES TEN- 
TACLES CRUSH HIS 
LIFE- SUPPORT SYSTEM, 


ALL MY POUNDING 
WITH THIS ROCK 


DECKER 15 SEIZED Z, PANIE 4uo7 SUDDENLY, A TENTACLE LASHES | / 
LAST GLIMPSE ASTS D 


F I-I CAN'T SEE? T-TOO 
ve TO arne, GOT 


MAKE IT TO MY 
FEET AND HELP MASONI c} 


IS /F IN MOCKING RESPONSE TOI) 
MIS CRIES, THE RUIN TREMBLES 
AND SHURDERS AND CRACKS 

APARTI! 


E GSH AN are THE DEPTHS 
THEN HE SekeAms 4 


TEN, DECKERS INSTINCTS 
TAKE WERS HE RUNS FOR 
HIS JEE 


E SIGHT OF THE WAITING MONOCITH 
LITTLE TO SLOW HIS STRIDE IT. 
ANDO GLOWS» IT WA, 
1T P E-F 


GONE 15 THE ASTEROID AND (T5 DANGERS: 

BORNE ON BEAMS OF COSMIC IGHT, DECKER 

STREAKS THROUGH TIME AND SPACE vs» 

THROUGH GALAXIES AND ISLANDO UNIVERSES, 

WHERE S/GHTS THAT STAGGER THE NUNO 
ASSAULT HIS SENSES 


DECKER HIMSELE 15 TRAUMATIZED 
BY THE VISUAL BATTERING OF THE 
SPECTACLE! IN H1S PRESENT FORM, HE 
CANNOT SURVIVE THE EXPERIENCE! 
DECKER MUST BE CHANGED 
E EAST KILER" BECAME 
14 DECKER MUST. BECOME 
SOMETHING ELSEN 


A 
f N 
(A 


DECKERS SPACE-SUIT HAS MYSTERIOUSLY 
VANISHED, HE (NHALES CLEAR ; FRESH 
AR GapA SLOWLY RISES. THEN HE SEES 
Ai 


BOY ss.» 


AI H-H! THERE, 
Y YOUNG FĒLLA. 
MIND TELLING 
ME WHERE I 
AM? 


WHATS YOUR 
NAME, FRIEND? 
I-I SEEM TO HAVE 


DON'T MATTER 


MUCH, YOU CAN 
CALL ME B/tl, 
IF YLIKE,. 


Y'SURE LIKE NAPPIN” 
ON THE GRASS, 

DON/TCHA, WOODY? 

ITS GETTIN’ tATE 


A 
BACK TO 
THE WOUSE. K 5 


WE GOT'TA 
WALK FASTER + 
WOODY =-= YOU'LL 


CON NG 
LING GRASS 
NY WH--? WHAT 41S 


THIS PLACE? HOW di 
DID T GE: 


YEAH. IT'S TIME 
I GOT GOING. 


YOU'RE RIGHT? 
BILL ses J’LL GIVE 
IT A LITTLE 

MORE STEAM... 


m 


"4 
1T SWAVS ON RUBBERY 
LIMBS sr 


DECKERS LAST-BREATH 
1S UPON MS tPS, THE 
MONOLITH 


THE TRANSFORMATION BEGINS. 
ATOMS SHIET, AND PLAY: AND 
SING THEIR SONG OF 
AGELESS TRIUMPH... 


| 


TIS, THE ENVIRONMENT S75 F SEP BIT, IT 1S NOT THE FIRST 
VANISH ES « THERE 15 NO A S ATS OF ITS KIND, THERE HAVE 
LONGER A NEED FOR IT: THE 7 CAN NG IE BEEN OTHERS , THERE Wilt 
MEW SEED EMERGES, WELl= DEFI Ni HAN T tér ALWAYS BE OTHERS 4 AS 
ADAPTED TO THE HOME IT 15 4 DE LONG AS EARTH BREEDE 
DESIGNED FOR- SPACE AND EXISTENCE ALE, HUMAN LIFE, s. 


ÍN A NEVER-ENDING UNIVERSE, THIS STRANGE, NEVER- 
ENDING PROCESS CONTINUES, THE NEW SEED ANSWERS 


THE CAlh OF THE BECKONING COSMOS, AS THE MONG- 
E WAITS FOR THE MATURING OF THE NEXT TO 


